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Aim 

The ministère de la Santé et des Services sociaux (MSSS) 
asked the Institut national d'excellence en santé et en 
services sociaux (INESSS) for guidance on neglect 
interventions and intervention modalities that are effective 
for Indigenous children, families and communities affected 
by this problem and on which factors facilitate their 
implementation.  

Conclusions and results 

Twelve publications were selected for the present 
systematic review. Seven publications are from Australia, 
three from Canada and two from the United States. The 
literature review points out the importance of interventions 
and intervention modalities that are planned, concerted, 
diversified and based on a holistic perspective. It also 
underscores the importance of culture and the participation 
of Indigenous individuals and communities in all aspects of 
planning, implementing and assessing the neglect 
interventions that concern them. INESSS concludes that 
neglect interventions must therefore go beyond the 
individual intervention, with emphasis placed on the parent-
child relationship, and also take into account the family-
environment relationship and the improvement of living 
conditions in Indigenous communities. The community 
development approach is therefore an intervention of 
interest, because this process of voluntary cooperation, 
mutual assistance and development of social bonds between 
the residents and the institutions of a local community aims 
to improve living conditions physically, socially and 
economically and enables working in a truly preventative 
manner on social problems such as child negligence. 

Methods 

The information search was carried out in several databases 
(PubMed, PsycINFO, Cochrane Database of Systematic 
Reviews, Health Technology Reviews, Database of Abstracts 
of review of Effects, Current Contents, Dissertations & 
Theses, Social Work Abstracts, Criminal Justice Abstracts), on 
health technology assessment agency websites; agency, 
organization, association and government institution 
websites; and with Internet search engines (Google and 
Google Scholar). Experimental and quasi-experimental 
studies with comparison groups, systematic reviews, health 
technology assessment reports, and practice guidelines 

were selected in order to answer the question concerning 
efficacy, while all types of studies were selected to answer 
the question concerning the factors that facilitate the 
implementation of interventions. Two examiners 
independently selected the studies and assessed their 
quality. Different tools were used to assess the quality of the 
publications according to whether they were empirical 
studies or literature reviews. The publications determined to 
be of low quality were excluded. 

Further research/reviews required 

In light of the small number of studies with comparison 
groups for efficacy analysis, in the future, it would be 
beneficial to take into consideration experiential data from 
practical experience. Few practices in this portal were 
assessed, and they therefore could not be included in this 
document. However, practices in the field are an important 
source of information, and they could be taken into 
consideration in later works if they were assessed. 
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